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LEGISLATIVE PROCESS
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THREE BRANCHES



CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE

“THE LEGISLATIVE POWER OF THIS 
STATE IS VESTED IN THE 
CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE WHICH 
CONSISTS OF THE SENATE AND 
ASSEMBLY, BUT THE PEOPLE 
RESERVE TO THEMSELVES THE 
POWERS OF INITIATIVE AND 
REFERENDUM.”

-ART IV



STATE LEGISLATURE

Lower House
80 members
2 year terms
12 years total
Leader: Speaker, 
Majority and Minority Leader



STATE LEGISLATURE

Upper House
40 members
4 year terms
12 years total
Officers: President pro Tempore,
Majority and Minority leaders



LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES

Types
• Standing Committees
• Joint Committees
• Select Committees
Analyses
• Hold hearings
• Public testimony
• Author bills (omnibus)



LEGISLATIVE CYCLE
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LEGISLATIVE CYCLE

Look out: 
- urgency clause

- fiscal impact
- appropriation

- vote thresholds
- political 

sensitivities



TYPES OF LEGISLATION

Assembly Bill vs. Senate Bill
• Author
• Sponsor
Committee Bills
• Omnibus bills
Budget 
• Budget Act
• Trailer Bills
• Budget Bill Juniors
SEE ALSO Resolutions 



LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

Two-year sessions
• Odd year – First year
• Even year – Second year
Two-year process 
• Dead vs Two-Year Bills



HOW TO PARTICIPATE
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WHERE DO YOU FIT IN?

Monitor bills



WHERE DO YOU FIT IN?

Monitor bills

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.
gov/faces/home.xhtml



WHERE DO YOU FIT IN?

Monitor bills



WHERE DO YOU FIT IN?

Monitor bills
www.courts.ca.gov

https://courts.ca.gov/policy-
administration/governmental-
affairs/court-related-legislation



WHERE DO YOU FIT IN?

Monitor bills



WHERE DO YOU FIT IN?

Advocate 



JUDICIAL COUNCIL RESOURCES
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WHO WE ARE 

Judicial Council's Governmental Affairs represents and 
advocates for the Judicial Council on legislative, policy, 
and budget matters.
• Monitor court-related legislation
• Public resources

• Active legislation by category
• Annual Summary of Legislation (New Laws) 

since 2005



WHO WE ARE (RESOURCES) 

www.courts.ca.gov



WHO WE ARE (RESOURCES)

2025 New Laws



NEW LAWS 

25



AB 495 (RODRIGUEZ): Family Preparedness Plan Act of 2025

Modifies the definition of “relative,” for purposes of the 
Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit, to mean an adult who 
is related to the child by blood, adoption, or affinity within 
the fifth degree of kinship, or the spouse.

NEW LAWS IN 2025



NEW LEGISLATION 
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NEW LEGISLATION IN 2026

AB 1824 (RAMOS): Indian children: guardianship or 
conservatorship proceedings
Codifies provisions of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act 
(ICWA) into the Probate Code to ensure consistent 
application of ICWA requirements in guardianship and 
conservatorship proceedings involving Indian children. 



NEW LEGISLATION IN 2026

AB 1689 (QUIRK-SILVA): Juvenile courts: temporary 
probate guardianship 

Establishes procedures for the juvenile court, when it 
makes specified findings, to terminate temporary 
guardianships appointed in a probate court.



NEW LEGISLATION IN 2026

AB 2090 (MACEDO): Guardianships and 
conservatorships: accounting exemptions

Increases the court-ordered exemption from accounting by 
a guardian or conservator over an estate with a total net 
value of less than $30,000 and monthly income of the 
estate less than $3,200.



NEW LEGISLATION IN 2026

AB 1939 (FLORA): Professional Fiduciaries: corporate 
practice

Beginning January 1, 2028, authorizes licensed 
fiduciaries to form professional fiduciary professional 
corporations under the Professional Fiduciaries Act 
(Fiduciaries Act).



NEW LEGISLATION IN 2026

SB 1221 (STERN): Lanterman-Petris-Short Act: 
conservatorships

Makes various changes to the process for Lanterman-
Petris-Short Act (LPS) conservatorships.



NEW LEGISLATION IN 2026

SB 1401 (STERN): Criminal procedure: competence to 
stand trial

Among other things, makes related changes to MIST and 
FIST referrals and time frames and permits a court to refer 
a misdemeanor IST defendant to a county conservatorship 
investigator for possible conservatorship proceedings if in 
its opinion the defendant appears gravely disabled.
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AB 1025 (PELLERIN): Standby Guardianships

Establish the Standby Caretaker Act to allow a custodial 
parent to nominate another adult to assume care and 
responsibility of their child in the event that the parent is 
unavailable to provide care.

NEW LEGISLATION IN 2025



NEW LEGISLATION IN 2026

SB 989 (BLAKESPEAR): Community Assistance, 
Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Court Program

Permits a first responder who requested the county 
behavioral health agency to file a CARE petition to seek a 
court order if the agency does not investigate or file a 
petition. 
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NEW LEGISLATION IN 2026

SB 1016 (BLAKESPEAR): Community Assistance, 
Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Court Program 
and court-ordered evaluations

Authorizes a CARE Act petitioner to request the court 
order a Lanterman-Petris-Short Act mental health 
evaluation if the petitioner believes that the person may 
not be willing or able to participate in the CARE process 
due to the severity of their mental disorder.
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NEW LEGISLATION IN 2026

AB 2478 (SCHULTZ): Kinship family approval

Requires Department of Social Services to adopt a kinship 
family approval process. Requires counties to ensure relatives, 
nonrelative extended family members, and extended family 
members of an Indian child are provided information 
regarding approval processes and the option to choose 
between the kinship approval process, the resource family 
approval process, and in the case of an Indian child, a tribally 
approved home.
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